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THE SEA GIPSIES OF MALAYA*
THE Mergui Archipelago is a group of small islands in the
Bay of Bengal, lying off the coast of Tenasserim, the extreme
southern province of Burma.    The inhabitants are commonly
known as Salons, Selons, Selongs, or Selungs, which are
various forms of the name applied to them by the Burmese.
But they call themselves Maw-ken, which is said to mean
" Sea-drowned ".    They say that formerly their ancestors
lived on the mainland, where they had settlements, with
houses and cultivated lands.    But living at the point where
two different and more numerous races meet, the Burmese
on the north and the Malays on the south, they suffered from
the  encroachments  of these  more  powerful   and  warlike
neighbours,  till  they  were  finally compelled  to  abandon
their   homes   on   the   mainland   and   to   take   refuge   on
the islands, or, rather, on the sea;   for most of them live
regularly in  their  boats,  cruising   about  the  archipelago
in   search   of  fish   and   pearl   oysters,   though   a   certain
number possess camps or settlements, consisting of a few
rude shelters on the islands, where they cultivate coco-nuts,
bananas, pineapples, breadfruit, and so forth.    Very little
has hitherto been known about these people;   hence the
account which Mr. White gives of them in this book is all
the more welcome.    The author was chaplain of Tenasserim
for some years, and his quarterly visits to Mergui led to his
making the acquaintance of the Mawken and interesting
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